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Master Plan for the Bowling Green Parks and Reme@epartment
2006-2011
DRAFT March 2006

l. INTRODUCTION
The City of Bowling Green’s Comprehensive Plan laysa strategy for each area of operation. Altinoting
Comprehensive Plan was created in 1987, there ltese frequent revisions to ensure that these giestare in
line with the desired future that residents hopeThis Master Plan for Parks and Recreation iditeestep in
updating the Park Chapter of the Comprehensive. Plablic input forms the basis of this Master Planluding a
citywide survey, junior-high and high school suryfcus groups and public meetings, comments franpark
users, and meetings with recreation organizatibmsour desire to make the best decisions passibtl truly meet
the needs of our community through the parks aodckational programs and services.

The focus of this Master Plan is, first and foremtsmaintain and improve the resources we hakie.réader will
see that much of the proposed activity is devateepair, maintenance and program improvementds-for these
projects will come mainly from the Parks and Retiosaproperty tax levy and 3-%:% of the income taxated to
parks. Grants, user fees and donations will al§o tmake these projects a reality.

e trail that-spans the biag
care fo i ked in tpethdee co
spartment, each is\addressed in-a separate settioa p

Michelle T. Grigore, Ph.D.
Director of Parks and Recreation



Il. EXISTING CONDITIONS

A. Mission and Core Values
The Bowling Green Parks and Recreation Departmeviges recreation, sport, fitness, aquatic and@ut
environmental programs that enhance the qualitifeobf the citizens of Bowling Green. Our cordues are,
“Willingness to Serve, Excellence in all We Do, Bling Community, and Creating positive Experiences”

B. Audience Served
The residents of Bowling Green are our primary ende, although the Parks and Recreation Departafsmnt
serves youth and families in areas as far northesis/sburg and Toledo, as far south as RudolplCadet, to
Bradner and Pemberville on the east and Grand Rapid Tontogany on the west. Estimates of cityfadjmn
vary from 30,000 to 32,000 people.

The population of Bowling Green based on 1990 @Dz ensus data (Table 1) is changing; we areisirgia
growth in our older population. In fact, 71% of @&y’'s growth is in the 45-54 year age group. Tthésd is
manifesting itself in active, older adults who tise parks as a social and recreational outlet.

Table 1. Population Trends for BG based on Cengia D

AGES 1990 | % | 2000 | % [CHANGE FRO
TOTAL TOTAL j
<5 1056 | 3.8 | 1089 | 3.8 +33

5709 1103 [ 39| 944 [8.2 -159
10TO14 | 969 | 3.4 | A054 | 3.6 +85 J
15TO 19 {5279 [18.7]/5445 [18\4 +166
20TO 24 | 9488\ [33.7] 9151 [30.9 -337
25 TO 29— 2007) [ 7.1/] 2041\] 6.9 +34 P
30 TO[34 /1390 | 49| 1227 4.1 |\ -163
357044 | 2367 [ 84| 2513 [85 |\ | +146
A5 TO54 | 1442 [ 51| 2477184 | \ 35

55 TO[59\ | 620\ | 2.2 | /789 | 2.7 +169

60 TOl64 | 569 \[/2 /640 |22 +71
65 TO[74 [\ 989—3.5 | 1082 | 3.7 +93
75TOl84 | 637 |23 ] 838 |28 +201
85+ 260 (09| 346 |1.2 +86
TOTALS | 28176 29636 +1460

Census trends for Ohio between 2000 and 2003 dhmavitte State sustained a 2% drop in the numbehilofren
under 5 years of age, the same loss for youngsa@0t—44 yrs of age) and an increase of 8% ipdpailation of
adults age 80-84 years of age. In Wood Countyptimilation of children under 5 years of age dropp&ds from
2000 to 2003 (Sentinel Tribune, Oct 8, 2004, pgr8)s trend is reflected in the projections of BéyGSchools
who are also estimating fewer elementary childeebe educated over the next 5 to 10 years. Bov@iregn State
University student numbers continue to climb a®kment increases. But students have on-campusatgcnal
activities that appear to limit their usage of @igy parks. College-age adults continue to be magers of the sand
volleyball and disc golf course at Carter Park, &t not observed in great numbers at our othgpeitks.

From a health standpoint, rates of childhood aoldsity are at all-time highs; the U.S. Centerdfisease Control
and Prevention reports that one in three childreroaerweight or obese and the problem is worsernvgrweight
adults in Wood County increased from 28% to 38%téperiod from 1992 to 2000. This increase comsnat an
alarming rate. The Wood County Community Healthesssnent, completed by the Wood County Health Halspit
and Health Department in 2002, shows that Wood @uouss a higher incidence of death due to diaketds
coronary heart disease than nationwide averagdh.@dwhese diseases are mitigated by active Jifest something
that Parks and Recreation can address.



C. Parks and Facilities

The Bowling Green Parks and Recreation Departmanghown since the City Park was added as theitgt
park in 1929. The parks overseen by the Departinehide:
Bellard Park- less than an acre at Kenwood and Sandridge RBatlard Park is a shady green spot with
paved walkways in a quiet neighborhood of the City.
Bowling Green Community Center A 79,000 square foot building on 20 acres atcibver of Newton
and Haskins Road. The Community Center was constittbrough a partnership between the Ohio Army
National Guard, the Wood County Board of MRDD alnel City of Bowling Green. The Parks and
Recreation Department operates the building foptréners which includes classrooms, gymnasia, a
fithess center, multipurpose exercise room, indmmk, and a children’s activity room sponsoredtisy
BG Kiwanis Club. A prairie planting and window-orilalife bring nature to the Community Center and
provide places for people to relax and enjoy. Akiveg trail through the prairie is planned for the
Community Center. Reservations and rentals foB@lICity Park programs and rental facilities can be
made at the Community Center.
City Park- is 82 acres along Conneaut Ave with a 9-hole golfrse leased to the BG Country Club. The
City Park is a former Wood County Fairground sité & the city’s most popular park. Thousands of
people use the park and its buildings and she‘h)erwalkmg pIaymg SW|mm|ng softbaII basketbah-

a great place for multi- generauonal activities.
Carter Park —is 56 acres located on Campbell Hill Road, ¥ersduth of E-Wooster St. Begun
14.6-acre donation, the park has grown to 56 amdshouses the adult softball comple

Baseball complex, sand volleyball courts, a did€ gaurse, picnic play eqU|p ent.

Ave and Sangiizad. This open play fleId
borhbibdken and adults.

Recreatign Department to develop a beautiful pujdicien for the Community. Seasonal flower displays
sual seating will border quiet walkways is tefuge from everyday life. The Simpson Building
provides meeting rooms, orientation areas, restsomma drinking fountains for the adjacent gardems a
serves as the Administrative Office for the Pankd Recreation Department. Garden constructioraied!
to begin in 2006.

Wintergarden/ St.John’s Nature Preserve- was leased as a City Park in 1953. It grew ft@racres to
over 100 acres of walking trails and natural adesdicated to environmental education and enjoynidre.
Rotary Nature Center provides classroom and mespage and a window on wildlife area. There is also
an extensive nature library in the Nature Roontlierpublic to enjoy.

The Parks and Recreation Department offers a wideg af services and facilities for residents ofitiag Green
and the surrounding area. Table 2 lists those &gy park.



Table 2. Amenities at BG City Parks

Programs and Services

Tk epartment also offers a wide variety of praggawhich vary by age group and range from spodktiyities
to nature education and volunteerism. Twice a yibarDepartment publishes a listing of the recoseti programs
offered. The Family Aquatic Center offers open swaind swim classes for 10 — 12 weeks each summemm8u
camps, sport camps, league play for youth and dirbp-in nature programs, pre-school nature pod s
programs, arts and crafts, fitness and wellnessel concerts, picnics, family activities and Ed@ommunity-
wide events are all offered. For a detailed disonssf current and future programming, please beeProgram
Plan section of this Master Plan.

E. Community Needs
Since November 2004, the Parks and Recreation Beeat has been holding public meetings and forums,
conducting surveys and evaluating customer comntertetermine the most important recreational neédse
Bowling Green Community:
- The Parks and Recreation Board, the Staff, ané#nks and Recreation Foundation provided input into

the process of creating this Master Plan beginiringte 2004.

A community recreational needs assessment wasdrtail®,000 households in January 2005 with a 12%

return rate. The 605 respondents provided indisg#@asnformation on their current perception of the

parks, their programming and facility needs, andwtbp projects the Department should pursue dweer t
next five to ten years.



This was followed up with a needs assessment adtaied in May 2005 to 331 Junior High and High
School students at the public school to ensurepitnison of the population was well represented.

General public forums, held at the beginning of2Qfrovided additional input to combine with survey
results.

Specific public forums on Wintergarden, Carter &ity Parks, Adult Softball and Youth Programming,
held in late 2005 and early 2006, yielded informratior the Master Plan in these targeted areas.
Program participant surveys and customer commedsdeom the Community Center also played into the
development of this Master Plan for Parks and Reire.

Summary reports of the above community input agglable in the Parks and Recreation Departmentjtsesf the
community recreational needs assessment are shelew.blhe Master Plan represents the Departmeass b
efforts to include the highest priority needs expeal through these meetings, surveys and foruntitiéwal
information is also required to complete certaigaarof this plan due to funding concerns for pngseeeds like an
indoor pool, additional parkland or a citywide nipultrpose trail system.

Recreational Needs Assessment Summary- Mailedd@3]1ouseholds in Bowling Green

Seventy-three percent of the respondents use Bgydineen Parks and Recreation facilities for tregure
activities. They also use Bowling Green State Ursiltg (61%) and Wood County Park District (46%)naajor
recreational service providers. Yet 64 percenespondents felt that some or all of their recreaiimeed e no
met. Some of the priority needs voiced by survatigpants include:

Social and cultural programs (64%)

Paved walking/biking trails (59%)

Indoor swimming pool/water park (47%)

Indoor fitness/exercise facility (42%)

Nature education (33%)
Outdoor swimming-pool/water park
ds(21%)

Indoor ige rink (17%
rts league -w
Crafts (15%)

Gymnasium (13%)

play fields (10%)

t the use of Bowling Green Parks andrBation facilities, respondents noted the follagvin
81% use City Park

60% use Wintergarden/St. Johns Nature Preserve

42% use Carter Park

32% use the Conneaut Park sledding hill

16% use Simpson Garden Park

9% use the West Poe Rd. Recreation area

8% use the Dunbridge Rd. soccer fields

Survey participants were also asked about thasfaation level with Bowling Green Parks and Retimra
programs and services. Restrooms and drinking &nmtare areas that could be improved as well@sding
more walking and biking trails and addressing @@ aquatic complex. Satisfaction is high (60%better) with
current maintenance, the program brochure, reatilities, playgrounds and walking trails.

Survey contributors were asked to help determiaectmmunity’s aquatic facility needs and what cewfaction
the Department should take regarding the aging @b@Gity Park. The top two reasons respondentsdvasg a pool
is for recreation (55%) and exercise (47%). Thirgycent of the people would use a warm water pwol f
therapeutic purposes. Twenty-five percent of thi@pants would also make use of swim lessonsacuatic
facility. While the BG Swim Club is a strong preserin the community and engages over 100 swimmaig,.05



percent of the respondents listed competitive swimgras a primary or secondary activity for a nedoior pool.
Sixty percent of the survey participants feel thaew indoor pool at the Community Center on Haskimd West
Newton Roads is an important project to pursueoimiag years. Fifty-five percent also feel renovgtihe outdoor
pool at City Park is important.

Funding for one or both projects will be probleroats participants indicated they favored user &esfundraising
to finance new recreational facilities over propen sales taxes. The idea of using an incomedarefvenue was

suggested by a few respondents, but was not indlade formal option in the survey. It is intenegtio note that,

despite the preference for private funding, 73 @etrof the respondents indicated that they woutd f@r or might

vote for a ballot issue to fund the projects ofhlaigt priority to themselves and their families.

To help formulate a long-range plan for the Depanhof Parks and Recreation, survey participante wsked two
different ways to list the top projects they fek whould pursue. The results were consistent im (pa¢stions and
are as follows:

Table 3. Top Projects for Parks and Recreatiorutsu® from Mailed Survey

Number Percent
#1|Recreational trails 297 0.49
#2|0Open Space acquisition 237 0.394
#3|Indoor pool 200 033
#4|Manage for native plants/animals _183] 0.3(
#5|Update outdoor pool . 159 0.26
#6|Teen Youth Center I 12711 021
#7|Simpson garden park devélopment 101 D.17
#apre@tion of Needle HAI /\ |\ 100 0.17
#9|lmprove existing drograrfls/se/vi};es \ 99 0.16 | _—
/ \ #10 Increziise /oére foy/ eX|st|y{g facilities \ 98 0.16

R acreatiMeeds gf Ji. High and H|q<Sch00/é}ht51m/Bo/qu Gr;e /

community recreationaéds ssessment was prepared for administrationghritne
bw number\of teens community survey mailed to 5,000 househofdghe
ist. Thanks are di to Hugh Caumartin, Superintendent of BG Citydadt$, Jeff
e High!/School, Lee Vingéine principal at the Jr. High School and theless who
ministered the Surveys:

asked which parks they have used in the &t BG High School and Jr. High students listetgt 2ark
(64%), Wintergarden (20%), Carter Park (15%) amddsfledding hill at Conneaut and Haskins (1%). Dniter of
use compares to that of the adult respondents isteal ICity Park, Wintergarden, Carter Park andstedding hill
as their top four parks.

Sixty eight percent of these students used pariseareation facilities and/or recreational progsamthe last year.
This is slightly less than the seventy three pdroéthe adult survey respondents that used suotrams and
services.

When asked which programs and services they waaiticpate in, the students ranked these at thedtp getters:

Social and cultural programs 44%  When askeddk thie top 5, they

Canoeing and kayaking 37% listed the followinggrams/services:

Camping 34% Canoeing and kayaking (30%)
Weight training 31% Social/cultural prograr@8%o)
Basketball 28% Camping (23%)

Climbing 28% Weight training (23%)
Backpacking/hiking 27% Basketball (20%)

Cooking 27% Dance classes (19%)



When asked what they would like to see added tgatks and recreation facilities, our studentsordpd as

Sports leagues

Tennis

Football 26%
Adventure trips 25%
Theater 25%

follows:

W
ne

27%
27%

Table 4. Top New Facilities Teens Would Like to 8eBowling Green

/

Number Percent
Indoor Swimming/ Water Parks |178 0.54
Teen Center 154 0.47
Indoor Fitness/Exercise 125 0.38
Indoor Ice Skating Rink 124 0.37
Outdoor Swimming/ Water Parks |117 0.35
Paved Walking/Biking Trails 114 0.34
Outdoor Tennis Courts 82 0.25
Gymnasiums 73 0.22—
BMX Course 69 _—|0.21
Outdoor Basketball Courts 68 . o211
Soccer Fields 70 / \ 0.21
Outdoor Skate Park 67 / \ “lo.2
General Play Areas 60 / ) —10.18
Outdoor In-line Rink_—— ) 57 / / \ 0.17
Playg@nds M 0.13
Softball Field 0.13

hen asked what they felt abo
xt five| years| the students lis

Table 5| Top Projects for Parks and Recreatiorutsu® from the Teen Survey

Aeﬁuisition of open and green space [0.63
/Recreational trails 0.62
Update outdoor pool at City Park 0.58
Expand programs 0.56
Improve care of existing facilities 0.55
Water park and play areas 0.54

New indoor pool at Community Center|0.50

Mange for native plants/animals 0.48
Teen Youth Center 0.43
Simpson Garden Park 0.42




[ll. FACILITY AND SITE PLANS

A. AQUATIC FACILITY

Existing Conditions

Community input indicates a strong desire to baitdndoor aquatic facility at the new Community @enThis
would allow year round use of the pool and posdiltigg additional amenities like a warm water tipgraool,
splash park, etc. to the city. There is also angfrattachment to the aging outdoor pool at CitykP&he condition
of the City Park facility is as follows:

Main Pool

The outdoor pool at City Park has been in existémés current footprint since 1963. Over the yearany changes
have taken place to improve the facility for patuse and operations. Some of these include the slide, new
gutters and, most recently, the liner installe@003.

Water Works Pool, Sand play and Sand volleyball aras
In approximately 1992, the original wading pool dee extensive repairs to continue operating mae thseason
or two. The Water works pool, Hags sand play umit the sand volleyball area were added to the amcamplex

in 1994. The old “kiddie” or “wading” pool was fdtl in and a shade structure built over the site.

Buildings
There are four buildings currently on the City Paguatic complex site. The
Main Pool Pump House and Water Works Pool Pump &lous

Existing Maintenance and Repair Issues
There are many concerns within the physical strestat the aquatic complex:

The Bath House was built in the ea & nt desk area, cong¢ession stand, ¢
small ; lub use. Some ofithe major proble

i unstable-n fallizug ks, insufficient condessarea and
e have been ing areas. There isooelservice

e complalmbut space in the changir

The main pool pump house is one of the originaicttires built in the 1960’s. As filtration and chif@tion systems
have upgraded, the shell of the building has reeththe same. The filter equipment currently inwas installed

in 1986. Problems with this facility include an agiand hard to manage filter system, leaking rio¢érior ceiling
blocks crumbling to the floor, a rusting balancektand insufficient storage for supplies and eq@ptnThere are
still valves and a strainer basket that need rephent.

The water works pump house was built with the ottmgarovements in 1994. Other than seasonal upgrfaoes
normal wear and tear, this building is fine.

The Main Pool tank was undergoing repairs and retipg every spring through the 1980’s up to 200&wthe
liner was installed. The liner is guaranteed té l@syears according to the manufacturer. The lritigt separates
the shallow areas of the pool will need some repaik due to crumbling concrete. The concrete pleak is
heaving and cracking in spots and, at minimum,dla@sas should be replaced. The overhead lighthasles are
crumbling and the light poles are rusting. The ess@n patio area concrete slab is cracking anbies The curb
around the shade structure and slide area is ciugndhd needs to be replaced. The overall aesthataund the
main pool have not changed in over 30 years.

10



The “Hags” interactive sand play structure is atéimd of its useful life and needs to be replaited]l be removed
in 2006 because it is unsafe. The sand volleylal & underutilized and could be used as a sita foture water
play area.

Strategies for 2006-2010

There is strong sentiment from the Community tdcban indoor pool at the Community Center; theral$® an
expressed desire to keep the outdoor pool at Gitl,Rlespite its deteriorating conditions. To deiee the best
course of action for a city-wide Aquatic Faciligdditional research will have to be completed &eas what the
“pool of the future” will look like. Table 6 belowshows the activities and timeline required for giisnning and
construction. The liner in the main pool is guaesat until 2012, providing time to plan for the fugu

The following is a list of possible scenario’s ceming an Aquatic Facility that the citizens of Bmg Green will
need to consider:

Rehabilitate the existing outdoor pool and supfaailities to last to 2022. At some point, a regianent
liner will no longer be the solution and the podll Wave to be rebuilt.

Add a splash park where the sand volleyball cauanid rehabilitate existing pools and facilitie$atst to
2022.

Replace the main pool and support facilities. Pwidebe a big factor, as this is a multi-millioro
option.

Remove the main pool, bathhouse, pump house and doase and replac
where the pool is. Keep the sand play and Waterké/pool. The
Remove all existing pools and facilities and repladth a splash park. play or W o p
remain. Return the rest of the site to green spademove the poa i

Table:6- Maintenance, Repair ital | rovennen tPlan for
— Aq at|cF CI|ItI 006-2

YEAR* PROJECT / ) \
2006 | |community forums to create aplan |\ _—
2007 | |commuhity forums to create 4 plan/

2007 | |Final proposal before Couneiland the public

ZW Sﬁ;/ek funding for construction: State funds, Capital Improvement Levy?
2009 |Begin construction planning

Begin construction on facility or facilities
~*dependent upon funding and resource avdiabi

Funding Issues

Funding for the City’s aquatic needs will be a magballenge for the Parks and Recreation Departniieistthe
most costly construction item on the Master Plapgeially if the final plan includes an indoor pabithe
Community Center and an outdoor pool at the CitkPA& combination of State and local funding, taresl private
donations will be needed for a project estimatea minimum to run $5-$10 million. Partnerships wather
agencies for the construction and operation oftieatic facility will help reduce the financial loien, but decrease
the amount of time the pool or pools are availablghe general public. A bond or tax issue needsetdiscussed
with the Community.

Yearly operating costs for multiple aquatic fa@it will also exceed the current tax revenue fer@epartment. An
increase in the 1.4 mil levy for Parks and Recogatir an increase in the income tax devoted tospankl recreation
will be required to operate two pools. User fedsalso have to be raised in order to support fheration of the
pool or pools because the existing pool has lostapdor the last 10 years. The addition of a fodhe
Community Center will also make it very difficuti tbreak even” at the facility due to increasedfstg, operation
and maintenance costs.

11



lll. FACILITY AND SITE PLANS

B. CARTER PARK

Existing Conditions
Carter Park began with a 14.6-acre gift from thergtt E. Carter Family in 1973 and grew anotheaer®s in the
1990s with the addition of softball and basebelids. A Land and Water Conservation Grant was tsé@dprove
the site with restrooms and play equipment. To@ayter Park is mainly an athletic park used foivact
recreational opportunities including softball, Heeléand disc golf.

The park’s facilities consist of a disc golf coyrbaseball diamonds and batting cages run by théNR=e

Association, an adult softball complex with cond@sstand and four fields, two sand volleyball dsua large

open field used occasionally for soccer or overffmarking, four picnic shelters, one public restroogpen
seasonally, a water tower by the entrance usestdoage, and two age-specific playground structurhe park is
used year round but receives heaviest use in tireggspnd summer when athletic leagues and eveatsaurring.

Neighbors also use the park for walking and sunaimg) families appreciate and use the pre-schosbapipte

playground regularly.

The geology of Carter Park makes it a challengedamtain facilities and landscaping. The bedrockeisy cl

the site. Drainage and irrigation lines are al$badilt to install and maintai
west to the I-75 ditch, which frequently fills withinwate

Strategies for 2006-2010

reduces an

Tahle 7. Mai ance,/Repaif and/Capital Improv
SBG arter/Park 2006- 201

emen| tPlan for I/
\ [~
YEAR* CARTER PARK PROJECT
2006\ Public restroor’r\;enovaﬁon:/roof, é\ll interio\’/fﬂjres, paint, lighting, ceilings, floor
2006} Epoxy seal and p\&int flooﬁ,gf/hﬁf) bldg
200}( I?'fcnic grill re placem
2006 Replaee’lﬁ) drinking fountain
ZQDG/ Improve infield playing surface
] 2006 Replace maintenance bay garage door in hub building
2007 Safety netting installed at ball diamonds if grant secured
2007 Sighage, entrance improvements
2007 Upgrade security lights around hub building
Tree replanting for disc golf course, landscaping around restroom and new
2007 storage building
2007 Replace hub roof, windows, flooring, add fan
2007 Qutfield irrigation and grading
2007 Maintenance/sand volleyball building added
2007 Parking lot improvements as funding allows
2008 Improve outfields, warning strips
2008 Sideline fence extension
2008 Remodel hub building
2008 Improve outfield lighting
2008 Install crushed gravel walking trail around park

12



2008 Parking lot improvements as funding allows
2009 Replace play equipment, add shade structure
2009 Parking lot improvements as funding allows
2010 Parking lot improvements as funding allows

2011 Improve hub bldg restrooms
*dependent upon funding and resource abititha

Pee Wee Lease

The lease for the south baseball complex, firstegiighy BG Pee Wee League, Inc. in 1989, will renraieffect

until 2039. There is an option in the lease to veitdor an additional 50 years after that time.eCio budgetary
constraints, it is unlikely that the adult softbabgram will move from Carter Park to a new ditéunding were
available and the Community desired this outconee, Wee's lease could be expanded to the northsfield

]
]

Carter Park Hub Building

13



lll. FACILITY AND SITE PLANS
C. CITY PARK

Existing Conditions

City Park was home to the Wood County Fairgrouindyéars before being turned over to the City ofviting
Green for use as a park in the late 1920’s. Neddlk first named as Floral Hall, still stands amnant of the
time when fair exhibit buildings dotted the landseaThe first concrete swimming pool and the sdifttiamond
were built between 1929 and 1932 with the helthefWPA. The current pool, bathhouse and the diwallwere
completed from 1963-1964. A large part of the cdirfrounds was leased to the Bowling Green Coublnyp,
starting in 1936 in order to operate a semi-priygitk course.

The City Park is perhaps the most versatile obatlparks. City Park’s family aquatic center is thajor draw for
park users in the summer months. Swimming andqkorg during the warm season in the five opentsiglare
the most popular uses. The Veteran’'s and Scoulibgs provide indoor spaces for group activitigstighout the
year. Outdoor basketball courts and an in-lindisgaink offer space for two popular sports. ©@ficse, the
playground and play areas have been a major daily tbr well over 75 years. It is common to segkpesers
walking their dogs, fithess walking around the Ipopjust sitting under a tree with a friend. Therénterest in the
community to expand our natural resources integrgirogramming at City Park to include a butteghrdentree
identification and park history signage.

Existing Facilities
- Shelter Houses — Kiwanis, Kiwanis Memorial, Mar@tpne and Hoffman.
Buildings — Veterans Memorial, Scout, Needl| i

— Main round/area, fwo sfa i . |

BA. Mc ance al Caplta proveme nt Plan for
k 2006-2010

”YEAR* Z/ITY PARKTDROJECT

2096/ Picnic grill replacement

L—1— 2006 |Needle Hall gutters and downspouts
2007  |Needle Hall replace rotting wood

2007 |Pool House replacement if funding allows
2007  |Guard House replacement

2007  |Roof repair on shelter houses
Veteran's Building: replace rotted front entry, repoint foundation, replaced
2007 |damaged brick

2007 |Secure funding and install preschool play equipment
2008 |Pool House replacement

2008 |Guard House replacement
Maintenance bldg: replace garage doors, rebuild floor drain, replace windows,
2008 |office flooring

2008 |Pool Filter House door and roof replacement
2008 |Walking trail installation to get pedestrians off roadway
2008 |Eli Joyce Presshox renovation: new doors, roof, siding, windows
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2008 |Pave basketball courts, enlarge to accommodate a runoff area
2008 |Pave approach to maintenance bldg.
2009 |Needle Hall replace roof, repoint foundation
Girl Scout Building: replace doors, add heat to restrooms, reconstruct
2009 |curbs/walkways, replace floors
2009 |Renovate Depot/office bldg.
2009 |Maintenance yard fencing replaced or removed
2009 |Rehab the in-line rink sideboard, gates, etc.
Renovate Eli Joyce fields: rebuild infield, replace fencing and cap, remove old
2010 |drinking fountain pads, extend infield to fence line to eliminate grass strips
Needle Hall renovate interior, replace rotted wood, add door/window screens to
2010 |keep insects and animals out
2010 |Needle Hall stage renovation or replacement
2010 |Add air conditioning to Veteran's Building if funding allows
2010 |Reconfigure kitchenette in Veteran’s Building
2011 |Create plan for increased accessibility throughout City Park
2011 |Create indoor play area in Needle Hall if interest merits it and funding is avgilabb/j
2011  |Veteran’s Building: replace flooring, doors, windows and HVAC systen
2011 |Depot Building: repoint brick, replace flooring, reconsj_tuet’lﬁ/ed sidewalk —
*dependent upon funding and resource avditiabi /
Teens in Bowling Green have ex e neeal $iwatepark and BMX Cours@hmittee has beet
in 2006 to study the feasjbiti ilfdesto Ci
&Wom —

nefd

Table 8B. Skatepark/BMX Cours¢ ~__—\

[ =
YEAR* PROJECT
ZOQB/ Q/reate plan for one or both projects with student focus group
2007 Secure/m:iing from grants, sponsors

2008

Install skatepark, formalize BMX site if funding allows

—*dependent upon funding and resource avdigbi

Bowling Green Country Club Lease
The lease for the 9-hole golf course and quarrg through 2025. If the Community decides to use pioperty for
open parkland, the City can terminate the leass 8féc. 31, 2015 with a two-year notice. Shouldidase be
terminated prior to 2025, the City will assume aegured debt of the Bowling Green Country Club, Waile this
timeline lies outside the current dates coverethkyMaster Plan, the Country Club will need ammé#fication of
any change in the lease arrangement and the cortymutiineed time to carefully consider the berefif the
existing golf course and potential benefits of ¢baverted parkland.

Funding Issues

A bond or tax levy will be needed for the Aquatiorfiplex (see that section of the plan for detaiR¢building the
pool house ($80,000 est.), roofs for the Guard d@ml Pump House ($20,000 est.) and rebuildinddk& along
the entire pool (unknown cost at this time) areunexyl even if the old pool remains. A replacemardrl for the old
pool would need to be budgeted for 2012. This waiNe the pool possibly 10 more years of life and about
$220,000 under current costs. The condition ottivcrete shell may have deteriorated more by bt it may
reach a point by 2012 where a liner is not possible
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[ll. FACILITY AND SITE PLANS

D. WINTERGARDEN/ ST. JOHN'S NATURE PRESERVE

Existing Conditions

The history of the Wintergarden/St. John’s NaturesBrve is rich and varied. Native Americans dotlewed the
sand ridges in the preserve in search of gameieau dn the edges of the prairie. Our pioneer stiocs also
followed the ridges as they began to settle indinés over 200 years ago. In 1841, Stephen St, dohattorney
and farmer from New York State purchased and sketifewhat is now the Bordner Meadow portion of pheserve.
He farmed row crops and also had cattle and holgehvhe pastured in St. John’s Woods

The City of Bowling Green Water Works purchasedWietergarden property and the northern portionthefSt.
John’s property in the 1940s where wells wereeftilio provide the city with a fresh water supplyr 1954, the
Rotary Club of Bowling Green began a day campdoal children, and in 1969, Wintergarden Lodge fuaitt to
support these camps, scouts, and other communitimgs and events with $60,000 from the City. Anser
Youth Hostels operated the lodge as an overnigiehantil 1993. At that point, the Bowling Grearks and
Recreation Department began renovating the lodgeNeture Center with $40,000 from the Bowling Gr&atary
Club. The facility was then re-named the RotaryuxaCenter.

ined walking trails,
les, and benches for seating
arge three bay garage (currently leased by #r&$and Recreation Foundation),
A 2,200 square foot three bedroom log home (cusréedsed by the Parks and Recreation Foundatian to
renter to raise funds for land acquisition).

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 9. Maintenance, Repair and Capital Improvemen t Plan for
Wintergarden/ St. John’s Woods Nature Preserve 2006  -2010

WINTERGARDEN/ ST JOHN'S WOODS NATURE PRESERVE
YEAR* PROJECT

2006 Nature Center roof and fascia repair, remove interior door by drinking fountain
2006 Wet trail boardwalk installation, re-route other wet trail?

2006 Remove lawn bowling court, convert to play fields

2007 Replace flooring in office area of Nature Center

2007 Walking trail maintenance and improvements

2007 Entrance improvements at roadway and new signage

16



2007 Replace fireplace mantel, paint walls of nature center
2007 Parkland acquisition-fundraising campaign
2007 Sewer hook-up to existing house on park addition
2007 Electrical line burial on park addition
2008 Install second boardwalk if trail not rerouted
2008 Replace flooring in nature center
2008 Walking trail maintenance and improvements
2008 Parkland acquisition-fundraising campaign
2008 Community forum to create plan for new addition
Create accessible restrooms in the park- could be outside door into existing
2009 restrooms?
2009 Install drinking fountain at south end of park
2009 Parkland acquisition-fundraising campaign
2009 Walking trail maintenance and improvements
2010 Reconfigure kitchenette in Nature Center
2010 Replace wall paneling and mantel over fireplace in Nature Center
2010 Install trail system in park addition
2011 Open new addition to the public
2011 Move maintenance/storage to garage on new par dland addition —
2011 Build restrooms at south end of park-with drinking|fountdin
2011 Install observation platform at sgz{uth end \Qf park? |
*dependent upon fundin soutce avability
/

Boardwalk over marsh area
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lll. FACILITY AND SITE PLANS

E. SIMPSON GARDEN PARK

History

Simpson Garden Park is an 11-acre parcel at tmecof Wintergarden Road and Conneaut Avenue. Eighes of
the site are undeveloped field; the other 3 acoédshthe Simpson Building with a banquet hall, rimegtooms,
restrooms, and Parks and Recreation Administr&iifiees. The 8-acre parcel was owned by the Ciilitids
Dept. and served as a well field site for the comityts water source for 30 years. In the 1950'swiedl field was
no longer needed and the site served to hold sfpoiis utility work around the city and leaf compost

By the 1990's the city of Bowling Green had growrstirround the field, and adjacent homeowner’s héga
wonder if a spoils site was the best use for tieisl.f The community decided this field should beegmarkland and,
in 1999, the field was turned over to the Departnodifarks and Recreation. There was no formalipgror the
site, so talks began with the adjacent propertyeswhhe Church of the Nazarene, about a sharedngddk. The
Parks Department and community wanted to buildidipgarden on the site of Bowling Green’s neweskp

The Church eventually decided to move to a newtsisccommodate the rapid growth of their congiegatind
the 3-acre site was purchased |n 2000 with the dnbd;pbequest from Violet and Newt Simpson anohg;-lter

ofthe Simpson Garden Park. See the campaign mstéor descriptions of the display gardens thdltlva built on
the site.

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 10. Maintenance, Repair and Capital Improveme  nt Plan for
BG Simpson Garden Park 2006-2010

YEAR* SIMPSON GARDEN PARK PROJECT

2006 |Corner Garden maintenance and improvement with Master Gardener volunteers
2006 |Irrigation by Simpson Building installed

2006 |Construction of Rotary Amphitheater

2006  |Seeding of wildflower garden in Sculpture Garden area

2006  [Trail improvements as donations allow

2006  [Soil amendments added to Shade Garden

2007  |Hire a Horticulturist to oversee the living collections
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2007  |Survey of property boundaries and permanent marking as budget allows
2007 |Installation of Children’s Garden as donations allow

2007 |Installation of Sensory Garden as donations allow

2007  [Tree planting in Shade Garden as donations allow

2007  [Sculpture Garden platform instatllations as donations allow

2007 |lrrigation installation in Shade Garden

2007  |Shrub installation in Shade Garden as donations allow

2007 |Installation of entry kiosk, arch and street signage

2007 |Replace worn carpeting in Simpson Building

2007 |Install projector in ceiling of Banquet Room if funding allows
2007 |Replace worn restroom fixtures, paint restrooms in Simpson Bldg
2007 |[Remove open counter in Simpson to increase security of offices
2007  |Create Maintenance Plan for Garden

2008 |Walkway paving to Rotary Amphitheater as donations allow
2008 |Irrigation installation in rest of garden area as budget allows

2008 |Installation of Bulb Gardens as donations allow
2008 |Installation of groundcover on south hillside as donations allow
2008 |Boundary split rail fence installation as budget or donam

2008 |Waterfall, stream and bridge installation as donations allow
2008 |Reflection Garden installation as domrﬁs\allow
2009 |Installation of sculpture in Sculpturé Garden \QS donations alfow
2009 [Shade Gal erennia&installat/(on as dona\ions alow _—
2009 Boundal?y split rail-fence in}stallati,f)n as/b\udget &r donations jallow
/WU\QIand Gardeh installation as d;z{natiqin;éllow \
2009 Pe}*enn al Gardﬁnst@Hétion aé donations aIIow\
2010 Periola built as donatiohs alloly ~ _—\  \
2010 | |Finish up garden&as don&tioﬁs allq/w \/

2010 Cre,élte and implem\ent a Dm)‘asﬁlontrol Program for the Garden
t upon funding anhd resource avditabi

/
Funding and Lorig Term Maintenance
Fundi maintenance of the garden is not ic@lat this time; the Director estimates that a tea@nce

endowment of $500,000 minimum will be necessamravide partial funding for this purpose. The BGSU
Foundation has pledged to provide a student inbgurEogram for the next five years to assist wlith care of the
plants. Additional support from the Natural Reseustaff will be required for supervision, volunteaordination
and garden maintenance and renovation tasks. It@gpssible to utilize existing Staff for thesepmses, but their
ability to devote time to natural resources inphaeks will be diminished.

The endowment will require on-going fundraisingoef$ throughout the life of the Garden. The inifiaidraising
campaign, run by the BG Psrks and Recreation Fdiomjavill raise $300,000 for the endowment; aniaddal
$150,000 can be achieved through the sale of mairengraved bricks for an entrance walkway. A Rigeaf the
Garden group will be created as well as annualriisohg events and recognition programs to growetigowment
and keep pace with inflation. Community suppodritical to the garden’s health and welfare in lihveg term.
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lll. FACILITY AND SITE PLANS
F. EXPANSION OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER

Existing Conditions — The Facility
The Bowling Green Training and Community Centee @enter) is a 79,000 square-foot recreation fadhiat

offers recreational, educational and social oppitites for all ages. It is located on 20-acres, edvby the State of
Ohio, at the corner of Newton and Haskins Roads. Cénter was built through a partnership betweerCity of
Bowling Green, the Wood County Board of MRDD and ®hio Army National Guard. It opened August 6,200
and includes:

- Fitness Area— a 4,300 square-foot fitness area with a fu kifi Star Trac and Woodway treadmills,
ellipticals, and cycles as well as Paramount’s ¢agyse weight machines and dumbbells. With our
Broadcast Vision system, you can accompany youkewdrwith a wide choice of television programming.
Gymnasium—-Two regulation-size hardwood courts that candmsldor volleyball, basketball and a
variety of other sports activities, including leaguand drop-in recreational use. An adjoining conasrak
kitchen can also accommodate banquets and other m&nts seating 500 people.

Track — The indoor track, consisting of walking and rungijogging lanes, is 1/8 mile long. Located on
the second floor, the track offers a great viewhefmajor activity areas of the community centet an
wide view of the great outdoors through the manydwivs.

Multipurpose Room — with a floating, hardwood floor designed spegiliy for group

instructional dance, and other fithess programgarety of personal fithess ip i
instructors are available for structured class use.
Community Classrooms The two classrooms accommodate 44 — 100 ecatrsgply and can be

reserved by the Public for meetings and workshops.

[ [ [ for 6-niota 9-year olds.
pacious lockeryrooms and family changi reasailable ag well

mix supplied by Prainigdery of
i m‘r(epresent plants thalld/dnave

Table 11. Maintenance, Repair and Capital Improveme  nt Plan for
BG Community Center 2006-2010

YEAR* COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT
2006 |Prairie installation and maintenance
2006 |Landscape maintenance and replacement
2006 |window on Wildlife Installation
2006 |Secure easements for walking trail to Community Center
2007 |Play area installation for Kiwanis Kids Clubhouse
2007 |walking trail graveled or paved to Community Center from Wren (up Haskins Road)
2007 |Apply for funding for paving walking trail to Community Center
2007 |Finalize community input and plan for expansion of Community Center
2008 |secure funding for expansion projects — State Funds, Capital Improvement Levy?
2009 |secure funding for expansion projects — State Funds, Capital Improvement Levy?
2009 |Begin construction planning for expansion projects if funding permits
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2010 |Pave walking trail if funding permits

2010 |Possible construction of aquatic facility and/or other expansion projects (see Table 6)

2011 |Completion of expansion projects

*dependent upon funding and resource abititha

Soccer Fields
The practice fields at Conneaut Ave and MitchelbBds owned by the BG City Schools and surrounded b
residential housing. School officials have indichtieat this field will not be available for publise after 2007 or
2008. Contingency plans need to be made to accormmolde needs of area residents for soccer. Theraso
soccer fields for game play behind the Municipau@@n Dunbridge Road. Many consider these fiedadsfar out
of town and they do not have restroom faciliti€suhding is available, it would make sense to cidste the
game and soccer fields in one place, near the CanitynQenter.

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 11B. Soccer Field Provision Plan

YEAR* PROJECT

=

2007 |Designate alternative practice fields in existing parks as BG City S Sp Tiout our
use of the Conneaut/Mitchell property

2008 |Look for additional green space to consolidate practice and gami/tiemﬁround
Community Center, also possible site of mew park (see Table 11 i abovefor timeling)

Funding Is
ing for a possible Aquatic y, Fi
Budget

rmal Parks and Recreation
eeded to make any of these BliyePa

*dependent upon funding and resource avidithab

T

/\ o
expal of the\fitness area, or purchasendfimbeyond the
GHrtaund, State and R

ederal dollars, grant fundisdmmations
er agencies to buifgbal or Field

aerships with

duce the ese facilities are available for use by theegal public.
for the C lifies are expanded. User fees will need to kesge with these
sts if the “break even” ating-the 8ers to be maintained.

Bowling Green Training and Community Center
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FACILITY AND SITE PLANS

G. CONNEAUT PARK

The acreage at the corner of Conneaut and Hasimadver been formally turned over to the Parksaagent; it
is still owned by the City Utilities Department. &Bite held a portion of the City reservoir fomtting water and is

now used as a sledding hill and open play fieldhgyCommunity. The Department of Public Works pdes

maintenance for this open space. Past attemp&vieap this site with picnic shelters, parking Jgtly equipment,
etc. has met with strong opposition from neighbaZenneaut Park currently consists of a parkinggdiaty fields
and a sledding hill.

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 12. Maintenance, Repair and Capital Improveme  nt Plan for
BG Conneaut Park 2006-2010
YEAR* CONNEAUT PARK PROJECT
2007 Get official designation as parkland
2007  |Add signage
2007 Upgrade steps and railing on sledding hill
2008 Install drinking fountain
2007 Replace damaged landscape material, add rocks forprotection

*dependent upon funding and resource avditiabi

-

Conneaut Park Sledding Hill
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H. KENWOOD/NAPOLEON PARK
The City and Wood County Park District own a sigrafit natural area along Kenwood and Napoleon Rdaduks
sixty-five acre site will be developed over the v years in partnership with the Park Distridtboardwalk,
ponds and wetlands will be constructed. Nearby alshcan walk to the site for naturalist programmamgl nature
exploration. Park information kiosks will featureograms and services offered by both park agencies.

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 13. Development Plan for Kenwood/Napoleon Par  klands

YEAR* PROJECT

2006  |Create basic park plan with Wood County Park District
2007-
2009 |Seek grant funds to develop the park

2010 |Begin trail installation and park development
*dependent upon funding and resource avditabi

l. SAFETY TOWN

e the vi
; the ash trees at t

14. Maintenance, Repair and Cap|tal Improveme nt Plan for
Saf own 2006-2010

YEAR [SAFETY TOWN PROJECT

2006 _|Réplace fencing, repair posts damaged from cars hitting them
2006 Repaint signs, seal picnic tables

2006  |Replace old traffic light and cross-walk signals

2006 |Replace storage shed

2009 |Replace ash trees with other trees or shade structures
*dependent upon funding and resource avditiabi

J. RANEY PARK
Raney Park is an open lot with a hedgerow and teatkered park benches set in the neighborhood ttdrBuwood
and Sandridge. It is used by children as a pldg.fienproving the look of this City Park has becoangoal of the
Bowling Green Tree Commission:

Bowling Green Pride Program - BG Tree Commission

Goals - To improve the Raney Playground and BelRark by cleaning up the properties, upgrading the
landscaping with tree removal and replacement tiigautterfly/hummingbird gardens along the e&d of
Raney Playground, adding a bench at Bellard Palk aascreen landscape along the red fence, creating
butterfly/humming bird gardens at Bellard Park,ming the trees, add new mulch.
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Objectives - To use volunteer groups along witty Gtaff from Arborist Division, Public Works, ParKks
Recreations, Utilities (Electric/ Water/Sewer) tean up the sites and help with the landscapingag®s. The City
Arborist and Tree Commission have taken the leadnaet with neighbors to secure their support ferghoject.

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 15. Maintenance, Repair and Capital Improveme  nt Plan for
Raney Park 2006-2010

YEAR* RANEY PARK PROJECT
2006 |Irrigation and garden installation
2006 |Tree replacement

2007 |Kiosk and signage added
*dependent upon funding and resource avditiabi

K. BELLARD PARK
Bellard is a wooded lot at the corner of Kenwood &andridge Roads. It has two sidewalks r

green space. See the Bowling Green Pride Projestedior details of improvements ed for ttis. s
Strategies for 2006-2010 /\

Table 16. Maintenance, Repair aZd Capital\lmproveme  htPlan f'Fr
__— ~Bellard Park 2006-2010
A AN
YEAR* | —BELLARD PARK PROJEGT / [\ \ —
—12006 Irrigation and gard(m'/ms/tallapén — \
2006—Tree replacement / . \
2007 |Kibsk and signagefadded  \  / . \—

*dependent upon/funding and resource availability

/

Bellard Park under construction, May
2006
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IV. WALKING AND MULTIPURPOSE TRAIL PLAN

Existing Issues and Concerns:
The Parks and Recreation Department would likectmiplish several goals with a multi-purpose fpoédh:

1. Connect City Park with the Slippery EIm Trail,

2. Connect the Community Center to Poe Road with &noaid trail,

3. Provide a connection between the Community Cemeér-tull Prairie Road, which is currently
designated as a connector to the Maumee River 81@igssing trail, to help close a gap in the trail
plan for Northwest Ohio, and

4. Connect areas of business with residential areasots and parks so that people could safely walk,
skate or bicycle to their destination and leavér ttars at home.

There are two on-street Bike Routes, approved &Bibycle Safety Commission, that connect the Sligfelm
Trail to City Park. The first runs straight notth Maple Street from the Slippery EIm Trail to CRwrk. The
second runs to Gypsy Lane, Sandridge Road andwhetergarden to Conneaut. From Conneaut, the nauts
east to City Park. Both of these adopted routesl@eened unacceptable by most cyclists due to thewalesign of
the streets themselves, or due to the heavy vobifrtraffic and non-existent berm and shouldersh@sé roadways.
If on-street routes are to be considered sericaslyikeways within the city, then parking traffic Baple Street
needs to be limited to one side and a painted |bike added on the opposite side, and Gypsy Lanetevgiarder

There has been concern since the inception of timen@unity Center at Newt Haskins|that theipwblould
be able to access it by bicycle. The staff ofRlagks and Recreation Department wo e to aplismthis| task
but has concerns over the construction cost of aucail, whi ns $150{000 per mile. A side

the west side of Haskins from Poe to near Wrenio&sing of Haskins Ro Uire a pedestoacyclist-
activated walkway light and off-roa ing from &drhorth to the Comm jaCE
property owners would al e to be obtained.

StWOlO

— <Table 17. Regional Trail System _—
N
YEAR* PROJECT N

2006 |Hgld public forums bn possibtefrail system as part of City's Transportation Plan update
2006-{Partner' with Wood-Co. Park District to create a connector trail system between Slippery
Elm Trail and Hull Prairie Road

&Os/sgcure easements for trail to Community Center on Haskins Road

2007 |secure funding for trail to Community Center on Haskins Road

2007 |Install gravel trail to Community Center as funding allows

2008 |secure funding for connector trail between Slippery Elm Trail and Hull Prairie Road
2008 |Create trail plan to link Slippery EIm Trail with Wintergarden Park

2009 |Install connector trail sections as funding allows

2010 |Install connector trail sections as funding allows

2011 |Install connector trail sections as funding allows
*dependent upon funding and resource availability

Funding Issues

Funding for the trail improvements will be investigd as the City of Bowling Green and the Wood @p&ark
District decide upon the development of an operalda. Between the two organizations funding fail tinkage
can be developed at the federal, state, countimtevels. By working with the Park District atioe City Grants
Administrator, each entity can share resourceseapérience in writing and applying for grants.
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V. LAND ACQUISITION PLAN

The need to purchase land to provide recreatiam#gts and to support the existing high qualityifef for Citizens
of Bowling Green is a priority for the Parks andcRetion Department as we look to the future. T$haso a main
concern reflected by the community:

The 2005 Community Recreational Needs Assessistatllrecreational trails and open
space acquisition respectively as the top two comiyypriorities for the Parks and
Recreation Department to pursue.

2006 Focus groups also expressed their concerrt #imaxpansion of Bowling Green
through residential development around the peripbéthe city limits and all the annexations
and demands for services that this expansion entail

Council meetings and referendums are increasimglysing on issues resulting from this
urban expansion and citizen desire for some contret what their City will look like in the
future.

In response to the community, the Bowling Greerk®and Recreation Department will create a landiiatgpn
plan for the next ten to fifteen years. The acpaaktels will not be made public due to the posgjhilf variable
prlces for land based on demand but Iandownelactmt/vnl be made and W|II|ng sellers sought fonmr

important items to address over the next 10 y8drs.areas of most rapid
parkland due to the need for people to be withiselproximity to recreati

development. A new park would need to be 40 tod@8sain size, even if it is not developed into ghhy
programmed recreational area. To help meet the foedand acquisition funds, the Parks and Reooeati
Department will pursue State grants and the pdigibf an impact fee on new development in theyCiThe
Department will also hold community forums abowfprences for various funding vehicles for parklpodchase
that will allow the community to achieve its goasich funding may include a capital improvemenylerincome
tax assessment to fund the projects of highestiitapoe to the community, including land acquisition

As part of the land acquisition plan for the nextgars, fundraising efforts to pay for the 19.6eaarf woodland
west of Wintergarden Park will continue until thé88,000 loan repayment can be made. The BowlingiGRarks
and Recreation Foundation is leading the fundrgisfiforts, but park Staff provides support for coitbees,
mailings, donation tracking and thank you lettd@ilse green space fund may be tapped to help wisheitguisition,
making future land purchases through that fund tipresble until 2015.

Defining criteria for parkland, such as minimumesa recreational value, will be undertaken. Esshinig
protection and consistent zoning for parkland issane that has been expressed by members of tiie.do the
next 5 years, the Department of Parks and Recreafiibpresent some criteria and protection streedo the Park
Board and, ultimately, City Council for discussiamd approval.
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Parkland is currently managed by both the DepartmeRarks and Recreation and Department of Puidbcks.
Staff from Public Works assume turf and garden teaiance for almost all the parks and assists immaj
construction projects. Before new parkland is &eql) the ability to properly maintain it must beaenined and the
resources present to accomplish the task. Thusaemyisition plan will be in created in consultatioith the Public
Works Director and Municipal Administrator.

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 18 . Green Space Preservation and New Parkldn

YEAR* PROJECT
2006 |Development Plan created for Kenwood/Napoleon Parkland in partnership with Wood
County Park District

2006 |Identify potential parkland, secure offer to purchase so grants can be sought

2006 |Apply for grant funding for impact fee program creation

2007 |Acquire grant funding for partial purchase of parkland and for impact fee program creation
2007 |Introduce legislation for potential Impact Fee program to fund new parkland purchase J

2007 |Wetland and pond created at Kenwood/Napoleon Parkland
2008 |Acquire grant funding for partial purchase of parkland

2008 |Seek additional funding for new parkland: Capital Improvement Levy? Impact Fees?
2008 |Acquire parkland if funding is available .
2009 [Trail system created at Kenwood/Napolegn Parkland
2009 |Public forums to create plan-for access/development of nelv park if land purchased

2010 |Develop public-access for new parkland if pufchased
2011 |Gather comnhunlty uptrbjn futl%e of p/ébllc/ﬂ at C)\ y Park currently leased as sellni—/

privategolf course
2015 |Make decisign on fuffu‘r/lezg/for g(7f course at City Park + should it become public
[ |parkland instead? M\ /
*dependent upon|funding afd tesource avditgbi \—
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VI. NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION PLAN
Introduction

The Natural Resource component of the Bowling Gfeaiks and Recreation Department has been grovéadiky
since the creation of Wintergarden/St. John’s NaRreserve (WGSJNP) as a site dedicated naturatmiuand
habitat restoration. The need to conserve natasalurces in order to provide passive recreatiandleducational
opportunities while enhancing the quality of lifa the Citizens of Bowling Green is one of the pojorities of the
Natural Resources Staff and for the Community, thasethe Recreational Needs Survey of 2005.

To meet that need, the Natural Resources Staff will
Preserve local biological diversity
Maintain healthy natural habitats
Coordinate natural areas management and restoraiibbivolunteer opportunities

When evaluating and planning for natural resoucceservation it is important to keep in mind selera
components: The Natural History of the Area, Vohens and Education, and Natural Areas Management an
Habitat Restoration.

The Natural History of the Area
The natural habitats historically found in northtv@iio, at the time of Eur settlement, weead

the impact of the last Ice Age. As the glaciers akés repeatedly advanc ed the lapdstas altered,
scraped away and flattened. This geologic procesbmed with\the heavy clay soil resulted in aragoE

drainage, later to be known as the Great Black Swar \nd years degessor to Ladkdrko

as Lake Warren, deposited sand alor BSi i§ ancient lake are the sand ritlggetisrun through
Wood County today. Althc ‘ o y swamplan ime of European settlement
lush prairie grasses, flow S DEE ound whereBowling Green is located.

V
(@]
w
in

porate natural aneaisagement
reen about their naturalitage and instill
utilize volunteers include trail maintertan picking up

W

N

throughout the City. Each of these sites contamesoomponent of natural resources to be managéuedyatural
Resources Staff in conjunction with the Parks aadrBation Maintenance staff, the Public Works Depant, and
the City Arborist. From the large, shade providioak trees of City Park to the remnants of histoek savanna at
the Wintergarden/St. John’s Nature Preserve, tiseaaiversity of valuable natural resources logdateBowling
Green. There is also the potential to further enbaxisting sites and expand natural resourcesoaatson in the
future through land acquisition and encouragemé&apen space preservation (see details in the KLaogisition
Plan).

It is important to note that the terms “naturalearenanagement” and “habitat restoration” are neags
interchangeable. All Parks and Recreation sitesafiomatural resources to be managed, howeveraamtgin sites
(WGSJINP and the Bowling Green Training and Commyu@énter) are undergoing habitat restoration ptejer
alter and enhance the flora and fauna containgdrwit he Natural Resources Staff has been takirgdaptive
management approach to these restoration effartisdimg:

Manual and chemical removal of non-native and iieaplant species

Prescribed burning

Mowing

Planting both seeds and transplants
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Monitoring of flora and fauna
EXISTING CONDITIONS

Wintergarden/St. John’s Nature Preserve

This 109-acre site includes a degraded oak savamnald farm field (with early successional prajplants making
a natural appearance and comeback), an enhanclkeshayet second growth woodland and mature swamulsvoo
The preserve has the potential to host a variehabftats, which help one to visualize what the BogvGreen
landscape looked like at settlement. This inclutiesGreat Black Swamp, oak savanna, tallgrassi@ratortgrass
prairie, wet prairie and wetland habitats. The @res has been undergoing restoration efforts thr@agdective land
management techniques, including prescribed burrgder to enhance/create these targeted habitats 1998. In
restoring native habitats to the Wintergarden/&tnk Nature Preserve staff have used local gerastgpflora
from Wood County and northwest Ohio.

Bowling Green Training and Community Center Prairie
The land surrounding the new building was plantét @ tall grass prairie seed mix supplied by Reditursery of
Wisconsin on May 13, 2005. The native grasses lamekfs chosen for this mix represent plants thatld/bave
historically been found in the Bowling Green ar€he prairie planted at the Community Center wilph®e salvage
a part of Bowling Green’s natural history. The Baakd Recreation Department and the community efli

habitat for wildlife and producing a pleasing sagne

Simpson Garden Park
Infrastructure improvements are currently in pregrat t

currently conducting a fu
information please see th

nwood/Napoleon — The land is in public ownerdigvever it is not open to the public at this time.
Future development includes wetland and aquatiddtab

Conneaut Park — Open lawn, trees, a created hilléal riding and a scrubby hedgerow are the natura
elements found at this park.

Raney/Bellard Parks — Open spaces with trees and la

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 19. Natural Resource Conservation Plan

YEAR* PROJECT

2006 |Formal land management plan for Wintergarden created
Create land management plan for Kenwood/Napoleon Parklands with Wood County Park
2006 |District

Gypsy moth suppression plan implemented at City Park in partnership with the City
2006 |Arborist
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2006 |Create tree replacement plan for Carter Park
Clean up hedgerow at Conneaut Park, remove exotic invasive plants, develop a tree
2006 |conservation and replacement plan

2006 |Add butterfly/hummingbird gardens to Raney and Bellard Parks

2006 |Natural resource restoration and monitoring activities

2007 |Continue to monitor and improve prairie planting at the Community Center
2007 |Expand self-guided nature interpretation to City Park

Survey and mark Simpson Garden Park boundaries to eliminate trespass and protect
2007 |natural resources

2007 |Create land management plan for City Park
Develop a tree replacement plan for City Park with the Arborist and implement it over the
2007 |next 4 years

2007 |Implement tree replacement plan at Carter Park and Conneaut Park

Explore habitat enhancement options at Carter Park for the cove of mature trees with
2007 |spring wildflowers found between the disc golf course and the ball fields.

2007 |Natural resource restoration and monitoring activities

Survey and mark Wintergarden Park boundaries to eliminate trespass and prw
2008 |resources

2008 |Seed areas of the prairie at the Community Center that need im ent a1
2008 |Phase out Nature Center rentals/ convert to dedicated natﬁformatign,ﬁaci-l-it(
2008 |Create land management plan for Carter Park—\
2008 |Create land management plan for Conne/aut Park\ _—
2008 |Create trail and interpretive plan for Ker/woogl/Nap&leon parkland
2008 |Natural resource restoration ant\ﬂ monitﬁring/aktivitie\@
2009 +Create land rnanagm plan f'or Bel)/ard a,ﬁd \Raney\Park
2009 Secure\fundi ng for gefnv(oodMapoledn trails \

Survey and mark Carter Paﬁ\bound/aries M\ \ L —
Natural résource reStoration and monitoring activities

o
9

2010 Ins}tall trails at Keny ood\{\lapoleé{/gar;klénd
0
0|

\

Sy(rvey a(nd mark ConneautPark boundaries
Five-yﬁ/ar tree_maintenance schedule is implemented

2010 I\Laafal resource restoration and monitoring activities
/*deﬁeﬁdent upon funding and resource avdiiabi

Property Boundaries

Because natural areas and green space are becerainogr within the city limits, the existing pag® sustaining
increased pressure both from users and from resiaro live along the property boundaries. Encrozatit into
public park lands occurs in the form of yard wastd trash dumped across property boundaries, maveingal
areas to turn them into lawn, cutting down trees stirubs, removing wildflowers, “transplanting” usited
animals and even construction of gardens, storagéssand other outbuildings on public property. 8afthis
encroachment occurs because of unclear propertydamies, especially at Wintergarden/ St. John'suMat
Preserve.

In the next 5 years, the Parks and Recreation Brapat will contract with the City Surveyor to supvihe exact
boundaries of the parks. Boundary markers will laegd along the survey line to permanently establisere
public parkland begins. The Parks and RecreatiqraBment will urge increased enforcement of tressamsl
dumping regulations to protect our valuable par#tléor future generations.
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VI. PROGRAM PLAN

INTRODUCTION

Philosophy of Programming

Bowling Green Parks and Recreation strives to jgi®yprrogramming to meet the leisure needs of iigecis. We
use our limited resources to partner, support ao@laluplication in programming offered by othenglie area.
Two components of our programming have very spegifilosophies:

Youth Sports- Our youth sports programs and events are designeffer kids a fun, non-threatening
environment where they can learn the skills ofgame and have FUN! We are a member of the National
Alliance for Youth Sports and train coaches aneéptrthat youth sports should be fun. The goal ketp
kids participating so they will remain active adult

Natural Resources The programming goal of the Bowling Green Pamd Recreation Department’s Natural
Resources Staff is to facilitate an appreciatiothefnatural world through outdoor environmentalaation.
The objectives are:
- Tointerpret local natural and cultural heritagelef Bowling Green area in relation to all of
northwest Ohio, the United States and the world
To utilize experiential and hands-on approachesita@ate participants regarding the o
environment while increasing their knowledge oflegtcal concepts and nat istory
To explore the human/nature relationship includhgyimpact each d|on the other i
past, how this affects the present and how thisnghimp future of the relationship
To provide opportunities for Bowling Green residettt enj istre time passively
recreating outdoors
To promote the acquisition of stewardship skili®tigh participation in land management
activities, demons SR US urvival skills

ublic Programs
General Monthly Public Programs: These programsyguieally free, family-oriented nature hikes
with a theme. Occasionally age restrictions apply.
Young Ones and Companions: Young Ones and Compaigs@monthly program for children
agesapproximately2.5 to 5 years (this is flexible). Each month hdepic for the lesson/story
time that is reinforced by a scavenger hunt owdgtfor the hike and followed up by an arts/crafts
project. There are three weekday mornings per mfmntharents to choose from.#on-
refundablefee of $2 per child per program is charged to cdlve cost of arts/crafts materials and
to reserve the child’'s placement in the program.
Babies in the Preserv&his monthly weekday morning program is designectfoldren 6 months
to 2 % years, accompanied by an adult and a stretlethy of travel on dirt paths or a backpack
or sling. There is no set curriculum for each mottke program is more or less a chance for
parents to get out of the house and go for a wélk thieir child and socialize with other children
and parents. Children experience nature and paesants how to identify hazards (i.e. poison ivy)
and learn how to encourage their children to etlj@youtdoors. Outside activities are weather
dependant and up to the discretion of the adulteeddare not common in the cold months or
when there are large masses of mosquitoes. ThedNRtom serves as a passive play area and the
Window on Wildlife serves as entertainment.
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Fall/Spring Planned Public Volunteer Opportunttifianned volunteer opportunities for the
public at Wintergarden/St. John’s Nature Presereesaheduled in the Fall and Spring. There are
typically 4 or 5 sessions each season on Saturdaginys. Currently the morning is divided into
two age groups. There is & through &' grade session from 9-10 AM and High School, Celleg
Students and Adults volunteer from 10:30 till noon.

Special Events & Parks and Recreation Foundatiditiagd¢d Events: There are several annual
events at the Nature Preserve. Two Parks and Rexrepecial events are the Chili Walk
(February) and the March for Parks (April). Two Rdation affiliated events are the Wine and
Cheese Social (late September) and the FoundateekEast (early May).

Summer Camps: The summer camps offered by theahagources staff have grown, changed
and evolved greatly over the last five years. Qhityehere are two versions/curricula of Our
Natural World which is a half day camp designeddiitdren ages 6-8. This camp focuses on
nature appreciation and exploration. The staffrsfeevariety of activities to engage children in
the out-of-doors and they learn about plants amtha@s through hands-on lessons, hikes, games,
and arts and crafts projects. Adventures in EcodNatural History camp is for children ages 9-
12 years old. This camp focuses on environmeniadaibn. The staff offers a variety of activities
to engage children as they explore ecological qusdfrough an interdisciplinary approach,
hands on experiments, hikes and games. Theresarévad options for the Wilderness Explorers
a half-day camp for children 9-12 years old. Them@ps are held in conjunction with
Outdoor Programs and focuses on challenging ppatits in outdoor advent
survival skills, teambuilding games and stewardslfithe environm
highlight of this camp.

Special Request Programs

Special Request Programs: Year round general nhikeg and nature pregrams are available upon stque
for no out- of—pocket fee. Pro edule i | or communi

@ ivic groups, sch
schooled children, day S, 3 . Alpamphlet entitled,

Sf
Youth sports offeréd includer winter basketbalblee, fall soccer league, summer softball leaguetewicurling
pr juniorhigh girls intramural volleybaldgue, junior high intramural basketball and sifed#nt Start

Smar i
football and golf).

Adult sports offered include: summer softball leagjufall softball league, volleyball leagues, balsak leagues,
open gym basketball, drop in soccer, sand volléybafjues, 3 on 3 basketball league, roller hoclesg golf
tournaments, lawn bowling, and tennis programming.

Recreation

Camps are offered throughout the year for childrem 3 %2 to 14 years old, and include: arts amadtsy
basketball, baton, bowling, Britannia Soccer Cawapious Day Camps in the morning and afternoonedbading,
football, Girl Power Tween Camp, golf, tennis, lagse, softball, volleyball, various nature campHer hockey,
Safety Town, soccer, dance, and track.

Nine different levels of Red Cross swim lessonsadfered in the summer for children six months tigio 15 years
of age including: Infant and Preschool Aquatic Pamg, Pre-beginner, Beginner, Advanced Beginneeringdiate,
Swimmer, Advanced Swimmer, Water Safety Instrugtdie, and Diving.

A wide variety of classes and programs are off¢ineagughout the year for all ages including: Qudtitioliday
Happening, Mother/Son Western Rodeo, Mother/Daugdreeldy Bear Picnic, Father/Son Wiffle Ball Picnic,
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BooNanza Family program, Father/Son Olympics, Déddyghter Dance, Family Groove dance program, Famil
Cooking program, Family Fun & Fitness Day, JuniéghiHAfter School programs, After Hours @ the Comityun
Center (7-9 grade), Microwave Cooking Class for youth, Glass@lasses (all ages), Nutrition Series, Red Cross
Babysitter Training and Red Cross “When I'm in Gjelrclass.

Special Events -Year round special events occur mainly during themer months including: Adult Egg
Scramble, National Employee Health & Fitness Dagiréh for Parks, Bike to Work Day, Concerts in tlaek(7),
Lunches in the Park (9), Family Picnics in the R&)k Pet Show, Hershey Track & Field Meet, Freg/Ban Days
at the Pool (2), Back to School Bash at the Po@BNitch, Hit & Run, NFL Punt, Pass & Kick, Breakfavith
Santa, Dinner with Frosty, March Madness Baske®latiotout and Park it and Read.

Fitness/Wellness -The department has been able to increase fithegsgmming thanks to the opening of the
Community Center and the addition of fitness sfafbgram expansions include: Sizzling Samples, Y8g&y
Step, Ballet for children and adults, Cardio MixinEtional Fitness, Cruise to Wellness and partnegnams with
Wood County Hospital. Programs that existed piaathe opening of the center and will continue ideluwalk
City Park, Walk the Woodland Mall, Tae Kwon Do, &erExercise Classes, Body Recall Class, Chairayiall
(55+) and Badminton (55+) if demand stays strong.

Evaluation of current offerings
Programs are evaluated both by staff and partitsp@m on-line program evaluation form will b
2006 to expand our user’s abilities to give us tripto program improvement. Outdat
eliminated and new programs created as communitadd changes over th
our participants and responding to their needsitis& to achieve our mission.

Community input

Community input provided through v ] s includes: keeping a god
programs at a low cost, contintation of nonyconties tunities—quality programns,ncrease in

art, music and cultural programming.and in
S i 010 ﬁ

PROJEQT
Create and implement new program evaluation procedure
2006 Safety Town curriculum follows Red Cross program closely
20 utdoor adventure programming increased
2006 Ropes challenge course added, programs offered
2006 Recreation provider information sharing is facilitated
2006 Introduce plyometric training programs at Community Center
2006 Expand fitness program offerings
2007 Expand preschool program offerings
2007 Continue and expand Jr High programming with PTO
2007 Participation in the national "We Can" program
2007 Install information kiosks at each park
2007 Camps meet most ACA standards
2007 Schools and scouts targeted for nature program expansion
2007 Volunteer programs expanded and coordination improved
2007 Introduce golf and football programs for youth
2007 Web and hard copy info developed on leisure providers in Bowling Green
2007 League play shortened to encourage more adult participants
2007 Expand special event programming
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2007

2007
2008
2008
2008
2009

2006-
2011

Integrate National Park and Recreation Accreditation standards into programming
Create partnerships with cultural program providers to meet community need for this type
of programming, publicize and co-sponsor these programs

Nature Center becomes staffed every day, open to the public

Seek National Park and Recreation Accreditation for our programs and services
Offer seasonal Horticulture/Gardening programs at Simpson Garden Park
Expand Horticulture/Gardening program at Simpson Garden Park

Evaluate effectiveness and quality of programs, alter as community needs change

*dependent upon funding and resource avidithab

Performance Measures & Improvement

Staying in touch with our users is critical. Usengys and internal staff evaluations are complétegrograms.
They will be tracked and utilized to improve promisaor eliminate those that are not successful. vk o@line
survey process is being implemented in 2006 to betpusers provide us with their comments. Thenenfhethod
should increase the response rate and aid in tigsas of data for reports.

The Recreational Needs Assessment will be admieigtagain in 2010 to track local trends in

conferences.
Using national accreditation standards, the PankisRecreation Departme
programs to others and utilize these standardsgferations
Recreation and Park Association will be pursueth@ne

e accredita
ears to m
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VIIl. General Maintenance Plan

Strategies for 2006-2010

Table 21. General Park Maintenance Plan

YEAR PROJECT
2006 Create preventative maintenance plan, manuals
2007 cCreate equipment replacement plan
2007 Replace building locks, shift to staff supervised locking/unlocking of rental buildings
2007 Complete daily/weekly/monthly task lists for all facilities and follow them
2007 Create staff training and development plan to increase knowledge and skill base

IX. CONCLUSION

continuously improve our faC|I|t|es and serwceBbIR: input on th|s plan isane ity

Bowling Green is a great place to live and world tre park syst i ife ia @ity. idents
love their parks and have supported them for oBeyes i i . r
Plan is to maintain what we have he tadliwi iti 30NS. are
also fortunate to have significant natural re ithi em.

[ Iso an ntegr . areas

additions to their parks and eam with the best solution for our residents. sédeshare your
public meetings and written comisieancerning this master plan.
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