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Mayors Place Friendly Wager 
Tulsa Mayor Kathy Taylor and Bowling Green Mayor John Quinn both believe in their teams. So much so, they are willing to wager a little “green”. Trees that is. Both Mayors have wagered twelve trees to be planted in the winner’s city parks.

“Parks are an important quality of life issue,” said Mayor John Quinn. “They are at the core of our community and our civic pride.”

“In light of the extensive damage to Tulsa’s urban forest from the December ice storm, this seemed an appropriate wager to make,” said Mayor Kathy Taylor.  “With the loss of so many trees, it is definitely time to re-green Tulsa.”

The University of Tulsa and Bowling Green State University will meet in Sunday’s GMAC Bowl Game. The 2008 GMAC Bowl, held at the Ladd-Peebles Stadium in Mobile. AL, will pit the Bowling Green State University Falcons against the University of Tulsa Golden Hurricanes.

“The Hurricanes are a great team with a great spirit,” Taylor said. “This team has worked hard both on the field and off. When our city was hit with the recent devastating ice storm, TU players stepped forward to help.” Team members and coaches participated in Operation Power UP! as part of the Mayor’s city-wide effort to remove storm debris.

TU earned a trip to the GMAC bowl following the team’s 2007 winning season in the NCAA 1A, Conference USA West Division (9-4, 6-3 C-USA). The Tulsa Golden Hurricanes will be playing in their third consecutive bowl appearance and their first in the GMAC Bowl.
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Bowling Green State University advanced to the GMAC Bowl following an impressive (8-4) 2007 season. The team finished the season on a high note winning their last four games and capturing a Co-Western Division Championship in the Mid America Conference going 6-2 in league play. The BGSU Falcons will be making their second appearance in the GMAC Bowl. In December 2004 the Falcons defeated Memphis 52-35.

“Our team demonstrated impressive fortitude during the 2007 season,” said Mayor John Quinn of Bowling Green.  “The invitation to play in the GMAC Bowl is a tribute to the skill and determination of the fighting Falcons. Our community is proud of this team.”

Quinn noted that he “hopes our friendly wager with the City of Tulsa will bring even more attention to the GMAC Bowl, our University and our student athletes while reflecting the importance of ‘green’ in both communities."
“And as to the wager,” Taylor said.  “It’s all in good fun, but I’m counting on a win.”

ESPN will broadcast the game nationally at 7 p.m. Central Time.
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