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Is It an Ash Tree?Is It an Ash Tree?
•• Plants in the genus Plants in the genus FraxinusFraxinus ..

•• Compound leaves that are arranged Compound leaves that are arranged oppositeopposite
on the stems.on the stems.

•• Leaves are oddLeaves are odd--pinnately compound.pinnately compound.

OddOdd--pinnately         pinnately         
compound leavescompound leaves

Opposite leaf               Opposite leaf               
and branch       and branch       
arrangementarrangement



Is It an Ash Tree?Is It an Ash Tree?

Ash flowers are  not ornamental Ash flowers are  not ornamental 
and occur before the leaves and occur before the leaves 
expand,  usually in April.expand,  usually in April. Ash seeds are called Ash seeds are called ““samarassamaras””

and are winged seeds that are and are winged seeds that are 
distributed by wind.  Samaras are distributed by wind.  Samaras are 
oneone--toto--two inches in length.two inches in length.



Is It an Ash Tree?Is It an Ash Tree?

White ashWhite ash leaf leaf 
scar is scar is 
horseshoehorseshoe--
shaped and the shaped and the 
bud bud ““sitssits”” in the in the 
leaf scar.leaf scar.

Green ashGreen ash leaf scar is Dleaf scar is D--shaped, shaped, 
with bud above the scar.with bud above the scar.

Blue ashBlue ash buds;     buds;     
square stem.square stem.

Black ashBlack ash has black buds.has black buds.



White Ash White Ash –– Fraxinus americanaFraxinus americana

White ashWhite ash leaf leaf 
scar is scar is 
horseshoehorseshoe--
shaped and the shaped and the 
bud bud ““sitssits”” in the in the 
leaf scar.leaf scar.

Cultivars of White Ash:Cultivars of White Ash:

•• Autumn Applause (M)Autumn Applause (M)

•• Autumn Purple (M)Autumn Purple (M)

•• Rosehill (MRosehill (M))

•• SkylineSkyline

At maturity:At maturity:
Height: 50Height: 50--80 feet80 feet

Leaves:Leaves: 55--9 leaflets, 9 leaflets, 
with entire margins or with entire margins or 
some slight serration.some slight serration.



Green Ash Green Ash –– Fraxinus pennsylvanicaFraxinus pennsylvanica

Green ashGreen ash leaf scar is Dleaf scar is D--shaped, shaped, 
with bud above the scar.with bud above the scar.

Cultivars of green ash:Cultivars of green ash:

•• CimmaronCimmaron

•• EmeraldEmerald

•• MarshallMarshall’’s Seedless (M)s Seedless (M)

•• Patmore (M)Patmore (M)

•• SummitSummit

At maturity:At maturity:
Height: 60 feetHeight: 60 feet

Leaves:Leaves: 55--9 leaflets with 9 leaflets with 
serrated marginsserrated margins



Blue Ash               Blue Ash               
Fraxinus quadrangulataFraxinus quadrangulata

Blue ashBlue ash buds; square stem.buds; square stem.

More common in western Ohio.More common in western Ohio.

One cultivar:  True Blue.One cultivar:  True Blue.

Black ashBlack ash has black buds.has black buds.

Not a common ornamental.Not a common ornamental.

Black Ash      Black Ash      
Fraxinus nigraFraxinus nigra



European MountainashEuropean Mountainash
•• Alternate buds and branching.Alternate buds and branching.

•• OddOdd--pinnately compound pinnately compound 
leaf, 9leaf, 9--15 leaflets.15 leaflets.

•• This plant is This plant is SorbusSorbus
aucuparia aucuparia and is not in the and is not in the 
FraxinusFraxinus genus.genus.



Boxelder or Boxelder or ““AshAsh--leaf Mapleleaf Maple””

Leaf scars encircle Leaf scars encircle 
twig and meet at a twig and meet at a 
sharp angle; buds sharp angle; buds 
red or green and red or green and 
pubescent.pubescent.

Leaves with 3 to 5  Leaves with 3 to 5  
leaflets; coarsely leaflets; coarsely 
serrate, sometimes serrate, sometimes 
with a lobed with a lobed 
terminal leaflet.terminal leaflet.

Paul Wray, Iowa State University
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This slide set is part of the Master Gardener Emerald Ash This slide set is part of the Master Gardener Emerald Ash 
Borer Specialization Program and is used in conjunction Borer Specialization Program and is used in conjunction 

with presentations about this exotic insect pest.with presentations about this exotic insect pest.
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